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Arjuna's question, "Does not that soul perish which, though
struggling, fails in its efforts?"1 Shri Krishna replied, with the
utmost affection: "No one who keeps striving ever meets with
an unhappy end."2 "It is only the soul which doubts that peri-
shes."3 If we do not have faith in our non-co-operation, we lose
the struggle the very hour we embark on it.
NOT PLAY-ACTING
The struggle on which we embarked in Calcutta in 1920 was
no mere play-acting.4 The decision was an expression of the na-
tion's firm resolve. It was a pledge, like the one taken by the
mill-hands in Ahmedabad.5 Whether the struggle takes thirteen
days or twenty-three, do those who stake their honour make any
terms with God?
TIME-LIMIT OF ONE YEAR MISUNDERSTOOD
Some say: "Why should we send our children to national
schools now? We had withdrawn them [from Government
schools] in the hope that everything would be over in a year."
If there are many people who think in this way, it is indeed good
that our goal was not won in one year. Otherwise, what would
have been the condition of such people and the country?
If we have been unable to win power in one year, by what
logic have schools which earlier appeared sinful to us become
now fit for our children to attend? Or, were the parents merely
led away by my arguments when they withdrew their children
from schools ? If so, I ask their forgiveness and would certainly
advise such parents to send their children to Government
schools. I and those who have understood the meaning of non-
co-operation will ever look upon these schools, even if guineas
were to be distributed there, as fit to be boycotted so long as
the Government does not repent and bow to public opinion,
whether this takes one year or many many years.
WROJSTG COURSE
Some say that the Vidyapith should pay the expenses of
schools. If the Vidyapith is to pay, where will it get the money
from? Surely, it will not bring money from outside to educate
1 Bkagavad Gita, VI. 38
2 ibid., VI. 40
3 ibid., IV. 40
4 At the special session of the Congress   held in Calcutta in September
1920, the Non-co-operation resolution was passed.
5 In February 1918; vide Vol. XIV.